In situ binding of AT-rich repetitive DNA to the centromeric heterochromatin in polytene chromosomes of chironomids.
Native highly repetitive DNA sequences have been allowed to react in situ with DNA-depleted polytene chromosomes of chironomids in cytological preparations. The double-stranded DNA can bind specifically to the centromeric heterochromatin, where these sequences have been localized previously by in situ hybridization. Various control experiments support the conception that heterochromatin-specific DNA-binding proteins are involved in the in situ binding.